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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Direo‘borflntelliTence

Attm|
SUBJECT: Frogress Report for 1952
REFERENCE: Kemorandum duted 8 Deecember 1952 frem Aeting

DD/I on Progrese Report on BSC 50

1. In the Office of Current Intelligence, CIA nov tar 2
tested organization for the produetien of eurrest intel ligince
from all sources. This organization is unicus in the intedlli e
community,.

2., The poor quality of informatiom received in CIA of the
centers of Cormunist power is our primary ecncern,

a, Far frowm seeing any improvemert of our nesiticr 11
the intelligence war with the Soviet Union, we face the soleriny
possibility thet we leve in fact suffered a relative weaketing of
our pogition ard are losing the intelligence war. The Soviet s
curity system las apparently withstood cur best attacks to date
on a front where the very virtue of democratie nations is itsel®
a vulnerability, Ve do not receive information which ean yield
& steady and reliasble insight into the thoughte, decisions, zc-
ticns and intertions of the Kramlin,

b. Imorovements in State Departmsat reporting anl ia
other kinds of reporting from areas outside ths borders o 3oviet
control do not eompensate for the gradusl deterivration in btie
auallty o ‘.formation received on the Sovie: Bloe.

For pxampie, cur:emt intelligence on the Soviat

‘Army as a whols is largely conditioned by whit little we cas: alro t

literally sce 57 it in Eastern Gerrany and Austria. %e do -ceaiw
occaslonal bits of information which ean be associated vitr: mits
in the Soviet Union proper, bu‘ our latest relisble inform:~ion o
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the Soviet order of tattle as & whole 1s three or four years aof 1.
We may know that a given divigion is probebly still locates st
certain place in the interior but our current informatior iz s¢
poor that we do not know whether the division .now oonsists of te
regiment or of three resgiments nor do we know at what strength n
elther case,

3. 1In the peripheral and underdeveloosd areas outside the
borders of Scviet eentrol » we are disturbed by the paueity of
good information in depth and detail on the parular moventents s
opposed to the offiefzldom in the ecapitals.

4. Necessary lmprovement in quality of informaetion repa:v ¢
wlll depend to a large extent on whether or not the newly cstzb-
lished Natioral Security Agency is successtul in accor piishing te
mission, In the case of the Soviet Union and Chins, ve a~e aon
pletely depemdent on the biational Seocurity Agenay.

HOLTINCTON D, SHESLON
Azsistant Diractor
Current Intelligence
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